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On Sept. 23, the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front) officially accepted President
Jose Napoleon Duarte's invitation to begin negotiations on Oct. 4, apparently removing the last
major hurdle for the first official meeting between the warring factions in three years. "We have
accepted," Jorge Villacorta, a spokesman of the FDR (Democratic Revolutionary Front), the political
arm of the guerrilla coalition, said in an telephone interview with the NEW YORK TIMES from
his office in Mexico City. "There are no more significant problems to stop the talks from taking
place as scheduled." Villacorta and other FDR leaders noted that the two sides must still iron out
details of the meeting's agenda and its logistics. The remaining problems, they said, would likely
be resolved in discussions with the mediator, San Salvador's Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas.
FDR president Guillermo Ungo said the two sides remained far apart on the underlying issues that
have fueled the 8-year-old civil war. He said that although both sides seemed ready to compromise
to an unprecedented degree, he did not expect one day of talks to resolve the bitter conflict. The
gulf between the two sides was underlined by their conflicting views of the purpose of the talks.
Villacorta noted that, among other things, the rebels wanted to negotiate "a cease-fire," which the
military is not likely to accept since it would implicitly recognize the guerrillas' continuing influence
in the countryside. In proposing the meeting, Duarte said the government sought to negotiate
a "cessation of hostilities," which would require the rebel front to renounce armed conflict. In
the past, guerrilla leaders have repeatedly rejected such a move as tantamount to surrender and
totally unacceptable. Salpress-Notisal reported that Duarte said he was willing to meet FMLNFDR representatives in the presence of his cabinet, and members of the National Reconciliation
Commission. At a press conference, he read a letter from the FMLN-FDR received via Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias. Duarte added that the talks would take place at the Papal Nuncio's office in
the capital. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 09/23/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 09/24/87)
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